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December 21, 1954 


NEW HAMPSHIRE LAW LIBRARY 
James J. Barry, Commissioner 
Devertment of Public Welfare | SEP 2 2 1998 
State House 


Concord, New Hamoshire CONCORD, NH. 


Ret Preservation of Records 


Dear Mr. Barry? 


. You heve inquired by your letter of Dacember 16, 195/ 
for my ominion as to the internretation of the words in Rk. L., c. 126, 
8, 32 ne inserted by c. 12, 8. 2 Laws of 1943: “At the and of ten yerre 
frem the dete of filing" in torms of whether the date of filing can be 
counted from the dete of onaning of accaso or frem the drte of closing. 


Tt ia my eminion that with resnect to cnse records 
the time should be counted from the date of closing. Sectinn %n is 
Aegipned tn nernit the destruction of records which are no longer of 
any valine to the atntea. Howaver, in nrder to nravent indiscrininate 
destruction the lepisiature hes steted thet records, renorts and 
ether decunents are of value tn the state for at lerst a verind of ten 
yerre follewing their fiting, It would be inconsistent with this legis= 
Intive determination in rasect to cnse records to deatroy records, 
reports or other documents in a closed ense which my be more than ten 
yerre old when other vortions are lesa than thet old. A case record 
48 eontinuing reenrd and in my oninion the section wil) not nermit de-~ 
strauctinn of any vortinn thereof until it has been closed and filed 
for at leeat a nerindg of ten yearrs. Final destruction will denend unon 
n deciainn by the doerd of nublic wolfare that in ita oninion the record 
4a of no walue to the strtea. 


When such a decision is made the entire record may be 
daatrovyed or only a vortion thereof vith the remaining vortions micro= 
filmed, 


You have further inquired whether in resnect to ceases 
closed lees than ten years the record may be microfilmed. C.279, e.l, 
Laws of 1947 provides for destruction of state records found to be 
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unneceanary and for the microfiiming of rocords required to te kent 
by law. As tho records of your department mast by law be kent for 

an ten year verind recourse to said c. 229 may be bad prior to the 
emiration of the tine yeriod only if the entire record is micro= 
filmed. A sealoction for microfilming and preservation in this 
manner with destruction of other materirpl may be meade only when pore 
missible in eecordance with R. L. 6. 126, 8 3a av inserted by 6.12, 
8.2 Laws of 1943. 


Vary truly yours. — 


Richerd C. Duncan | 
Assistant Attorney General 


RCD/G - 





